








Biloxi, which provides amenities and service that
are second-to-none. Grand Bear was named the
“best public course in Mississippi” by Golfweek
magazine and made Golf magazine’s list of “top
100 courses you can play”. Towering pines and

Toassist you in planning your
own Mississippi Golf & Blues
trip of a lifetime check out
the following websites:

natural cypress wetlands are in abundance, as are
secluded fairways and impeccable greens. So just
how good is it? Well, to quote Nicklaus: “With its
packed pine needle rough, championship greens
and deep bunkers, Grand Bear has the feel and
excitement of Pinehurst, with a touch
of Augusta National.”

For the non-golfers — and we know
many of you have been waiting for
this — you can go shopping at the
Gulfport Outlet Mall. Central to Mobile
and New Orleans, Prime Outlets -
Gulfport is the Mississippi Gulf Coast’s
premier outlet shopping destination.
It features over 60 brand-name outlet
stores. We'll gather for lunch once
everyone is shopped out.

It’s time to leave this special place.
Farewells always bring about mixed
emotions, so we expect to see both
tears and laughter when we gather
at The Dock Bar & Grill to officially
say goodbye to Mississippi. As

you might expect, The Dock is a party place,
located on Gulfport Lake, has some of the best
entertainment around and has many pub style
seafood specialties.

AllgoodThings must
come toanend

s been a whirlwind trip, but we've got the most
out of every Mississippi moment. For most duty
calls and it is time to go home. For a couple of
us there was one more stop. Out of state, it just
so happens that the New Orleans Jazz Festival
was on and we could hear the TPC of Louisiana
calling! Read on.

As you board the flight at Gulfport International
Airport, you'll surely reflect on why Mississippi is
such a popular destination, and why you’ll want
to come back to see even more of it. Thanks for
joining us. We'll look forward to seeing you on
our next Mississippi adventure — whether it's to
play a round, or just play around.  cc 8

MISSISSIPPI

GOLF & BLUES TOURNAMENT
April 25 - May 1, 2010

The Mississippi Delta will be home to this unigue golf and blues adventure.

Offering golfers a once in a lifetime opportunity to experience Memphis, Tunica &

Clarksdale, this tournament comes complete with first class accommaodations,

great golf courses and the birth of Blues Music all in one amazing trip!

Please contact any of the Golf Wizards at 1-800-391-1004 or

www.TravelingGolfer.net/mississippi for additional information or to

register for this event. Space is limited and is expected to fill quickly.

Only

$599US

per person!

Non golfer
rate is

$399%*
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If you're visiting the Mississippi Gulf Coast, you may find it hard
to resist one other temptation — New Orleans.

You're but a hop, skip, and a jump from
the Crescent City, home to such world-famous
attractions as the French Quarter and the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival. The golf isn’t
too bad, either. TPC Louisiana, for example, is
host to the PGA Tour’s Zurich Classic of New
Orleans and is also open to the public.

A few of us decided to take in all three after
leaving Gulfport. We checked into New Orleans’
Staybridge Inn & Suites only 6 blocks or so from
Bourbon Street. It was perfect day to play TPC
Louisiana, located on the west side of New Orleans
in Avondale.

Designed by renowned architect Pete Dye, the
7,300-yard, par-72 course and its facilities certainly
lived up to their advance billing. The conditions
were superb, even more so since the Zurich
Classic was there the week before. While Dye
fingerprints like waste bunkers and pot bunkers
are obvious, the greens tend to be smaller and
less undulating than those on many of his other
designs. Shots landing a bit short or long didn’t
have the tendency to run off into the fringe.

Speaking of bunkers, if you don't get enough
sand on the Gulf Coast, you can find all you
need here. Some 20 acres of the 80-plus acres of
playing area are covered in sand.

After golf it was time to take to the streets, in
this case one of the most famous and historic

in the world. Bourbon Street runs the length of

the French Quarter, the oldest and most famous
neighbourhood in New Orleans.

This car-free thoroughfare redefines street-party
when the sun goes down. Revellers bounce in and
out of the many eateries, drinking establishments,
clubs and souvenir shops. The air is alive with
music and merrymaking, much of it fuelled by the
long standing Bourbon Street spirit of “all drinks
are to go”. Local laws allow alcoholic beverages in
the street in plastic containers. Everyone, it seems,
has one of the local drinks of choice — Hurricanes,
Hand Grenades or Huge Ass Beers.

The party atmosphere took on a grander scale
Saturday when we attended the second-last day
of the 40th annual New Orleans Jazz and Heritage

festival. For almost 10 days, hundreds of acts of

every musical discipline imaginable perform each
day on 12 stages.

Over the years the festival has featured everyone
from the cornerstones of popular music — Mahalia
Jackson, Duke Ellington, Miles Davis, Aretha
Franklin, James Brown, B.B. King and Bob
Dylan - to Dr. John, Professor Longhair, The
Neville Brothers and Fats Domino, just a few

of the many great New Orleans and Louisiana
artists who, better than anyone, have allowed
the festival to maintain its cultural significance
and showcase what may be the richest musical
heritage in America.

While that regional flavour is still prominent,
there’s been a shift to more commercial acts on
the national and international side. This year, for
example, arena rock veterans Bon Jovi closed the
Saturday night show. But name acts bring people
through the gates, and those attending this year
would have discovered terrific artists as diverse
as Alabama rockers Drive-By Truckers, Hugh
Masekela, Solomon Burke, Walter “Wolfman”
Washington, Mavis Staples, Dr. John and Guy
Clark.

If you love music and golf, and would like to
soak up a bit of history at the same time, a trip
to New Orleans in late April or at the beginning
of May couldn’t be a better time. Better yet, do
like we did and make it a great way to top off a
trip to Mississippi. [

FORMORBIFORMATION

on playing the TPC of Louisiana or visiting
the New Orleans Jazz Festival check out
the following sites www.tpc.com/louisiana
or www.nojazzfest.com. And for more

information on the City of New Orleans
contact MarthaMartinezat 1-800-748-8695 or
visit www.neworleanscvb.com.
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Besides great players, Asia is home to some terrific courses. Not
surprisingly, China is the leader in new course resorts. The best known is
Mission Hills in the south of the country. The extraordinary resort boasts
12 courses making it the largest golf facility in the world. (It even features
a layout designed by Vijay Singh that is fully lit by flood lights so you can
play it 24 hours a day. The resort is also hosting the upcoming World Cup
which runs from November 26 — 29.) But there are a number of other
exotic golfing destinations sprinkled across Asia, from Korea to Malaysia.
Here are some of the best.

Thai Treasures

With over 250 courses spread across the country, Thailand is one of the
leaders in the Asian golf boom. The first layouts were built around the edge
of the extraordinary city of Bangkok and then further south, peaking out
over the golden beaches in Phuket. More recently, the game has moved

Chiang Mai

Elephant care

north to the mountains and the jungles of Chiang Mai. There are some
terrific layouts here. The Royal Chiang Mai Golf Club is a Peter Thompson
designed course that stretches to nearly 7,000 yards, rolling through the
lush foothills. Thompson, a five time winner of the British Open and one
of Asia’s favourite architects, has punctuated the course with greens that
are often wrapped with water.

The Mae Jo Golf Club, which bends behind one of the city’s top
universities, is dotted with elevated tees, which look out to the glorious Doi
Sutlep mountain range. The fairways are lined by some of Mother Nature’s
sweetest plants, everything from mango to tangerine trees.

While the golf is good in Chiang Mai, what really makes the place a ‘must
visit” destination are all the other possible adventures. The city is home to
a stunning array of 13th century Buddhist temples and everything from
Thai cooking to Thai massage schools. There are zip-line tours that rush
through the heart of the rainforest , rafting expeditions that zig-zag through
the jungle and guided tours of coffee and tea plantations. What's really




Blackstone Golf Club and Resort

when completed will include schools, hospitals and homes, all wrapped
around golf courses designed by Si Re Pak and Annika Sorenstam.

Golf Krazy in Korea

Y.E. Yang’s victory at the PGA Championship wasn't the only big time win
for Korea this summer. In August, Ben An, a 17 year old from Korea won
the US Amateur, making him the youngest winner in the tournament’s 109
year history. And with 50 Korean women currently teeing it up on the LPGA
Tour, the country has proudly been racking up wins all season long. Nobody
knows for sure why the Koreans are currently dominating the game. Some
of it has to do with their steely determination but there is definitely some
magic in the air and that's why it is worth making the trip to Korea just to
see if a little bit of the good vibes will rub off on your own game.

For the perfect mix of golf and stunning scenery, make the pilgrimage

Korean Golf

- The ClubatNine Bridgeé

to Jeju Island, which is a one hour flight south of Seoul. A chunk of brown
volcanic rock that rises dramatically out of the sea, Jeju is sprinkled with
craters and crashing waves, long stretches of beautiful beach and verdant
valleys. It also holds some of the country’s top courses including The Club
at Nine Bridges, which has been ranked among the world’s top 100 layouts
and has hosted an LPGA event. Another top spot is the Blackstone Golf
Club and Resort, which is tucked next to the Yellow Sea and is studded
with rocky outcroppings and caves and peaks out to the imposing vista
of Halla Mountain. The most intriguing place though is Jeju Jungmun Golf
Resort where from the oceanside holes, whales can be spotted leaping
from the sea.

Golfers on the go will want to check out SKY 72 Golf Club, a vast golf
complex located just off the runways of Inchon International Airport. Laid
out by Nicklaus Design, the club features four, full bodied 18 hole courses
as well as the Dream Golf Range, the largest range in the world. The mind-
boggling practice facility includes 300 auto-tee bays (you don't even have
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CourD MAKE You SIcK

By Rick DRENNAN

You're strapped into your shiny new Toyota Camry and trapped in
a mind-numbing traffic jam that jerks forward like a conga line at

a Greek wedding.

Thousands of cars, vans and tractor-trailers are
piling up like folds on the neck of a heavyweight
wrestler.

All you can see ahead is a sea of brake lights.

Since you left your house on a quiet suburban
side street 35 minutes ago, you've gone exactly
half a mile and visibly passed through three stages
of despair — the last one settling on you for the
rest of the day: anxiety.

What has you shaken to the core is an item on
the all-news radio station.

A bigwig at the World Health Organization
(WHO) is quoted as saying the HIN1 (swine flu)
virus will reemerge this fall and winter — more
virulent than last year. Travel advisories are going
out, he said, so take the proper precautions.

Proper precautions?

Great, you say, inching forward, a sick feeling
enveloping you.

You hate flu shots and you've got a weeklong
golf trip already booked to the Mexican Riviera
over the Christmas holidays. You rack your brain
and try to remember if you have extended health
coverage with your benefit plan at work. Maybe
you should pay a visit to the travel clinic before
you head south? Maybe you should get some
advice from your family doctor?

For Canadian travelers, especially golfers, the
HINT scare is real, and growing.

But don’t panic. Think clearly. Read on.

Risk aversion is the key to successful travel
these days.

So says Tim Bzowey, vice-president of sales
(travel) for RBC Insurance.

If you've already booked Mexico or the
Caribbean or any other hotspot that looks to be
a breeding ground for HIN1, acquiring full travel
health insurance before you fly off is a must.

No doubt, I'd expect Bzowey to say this since
he’s in the business. But the long-time insurance
exec people (especially travelers) sometimes don't

understand how vulnerable they are once they
leave the cozy confines of Ca-na-da.

In fact, says Bzowey, many don't realize how
vulnerable we are right at home. If an Ontario
skier breaks a leg on a hill in Banff, for example,
he or she might not be covered for the costs of
being airlifted to a hospital — or other costs not
covered by the Ontario Health Insurance Plan
(OHIP).

It’s worse if you head across the border into
the U.S. and suffer the same fate.

If you have no extra coverage for travel, the
costs of care could be enormous.

If fact, health care costs are the number one
reason why U.S. citizens go bankrupt.

Bzowey says with the swine flu scare, travelers
have to be aware of their coverage — or lack
thereof. For example, if you have a credit card
the credit card company might underwrite it for
medical coverage. But then again, it might not
— or be very limited.

Find out.

Unlimited coverage is the best option of course,
and Bzowey says RBC has seen an increase in
people buying into “annual plans.”

For some, temporary coverage is an option if
they travel infrequently. Canadian snowbirds who
spend a lot of time down south in the winter, seem
to be plugged into what kind of extra medical
coverage they need, says Bzowey.

But if you're traveling to Third World lands for
a golf game, and you get sick, look out: the costs
could be staggering, and the care could be very
iffy, if you have little coverage.

Money talks — especially when you get sick.

Sick or injured Canucks might also suffer some
cultural shock when they’re asked to pay upfront
for their treatment, says Bzowey.

RBC, for example, makes their payments upfront
for those with coverage.

Keeping informed about what coverage you

have, and how to get max coverage, seems
like a no-brainer for people traveling the world
these days.

Most health insurance firms have a hotline to
call if you do get into trouble.

Most operate 24/7 and act as advocates on
your behalf when you’re confronted by foreign-
speaking staffers and doctors.

With wicked bugs out there just waiting to
chow down on your immune system, check with
your bank, insurance agent, or doctor on what
you need to lessen your risk and keep you safe.
If not, you might really get sick when you find
out the financial folly that awaits you.

Be alert to all the travel advisories regarding
swine flu, and all other dangers (hurricane season?)
that lurk in faraway lands.

Most travel insurance policies have clauses
related to travel advisories issued by the Department
of Foreign Affairs and International Trade.

Cancellation insurance is always a good option
if you're unsure of your travel plans these days.

Airlines might even allow you to change your
trip if you play the “health” card.

Travel insurance covers emergencies like
hospital visits, medical procedures and lost
baggage.

But each policy is different.

If your employer plan covers all these extras,
all the better.

If not, paying a few extra bucks for some peace
of mind is smart and pro-active.

Remember: don’t panic, think clearly, and enjoy
your time in the sun.

Heck, anything’s better than being stuck in
rush hour traffic. [
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YOUR WORM-BURNERS,
YOUR BOGEY GOLFERS...

ESCAPE TO A PLACE WHERE EVERY SWING TAKES YOU FARTHER AWAY - :
Wild and Wonderfid

WVtourism.com 800.CALL WVA

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT BETTY CUTLIP AT 800.225.5982 OR 304.558.2288, EXT. 343






